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Lithuania Travel Tech Forum & 
UN Tourism Pitch Challenge “Discover Lithuania” 

Tourism has always evolved through innovation, and Artificial Intelligence is set to become its next major transformation. World Tourism Day 2026 will explore how AI can help create smarter, more inclusive and sustainable tourism by enhancing decision-making, strengthening skills, and improving the way destinations are experienced and managed. Under the theme "Digital Agenda and Artificial Intelligence to Redesign Tourism," this year’s celebration highlights the importance of technological innovation in shaping the future of travel and tourism worldwide. In this context, initiatives that foster entrepreneurship and encourage the development of innovative tourism solutions are becoming increasingly important.

Startups are playing an increasingly important role in shaping the future of tourism and enhancing the way destinations are experienced and promoted. To encourage innovative tourism solutions, the Ministry of the Economy and Innovation of Lithuania and UN Tourism have launched the first international startup challenge, "Discover Lithuania", aimed at identifying innovative products and technologies that can strengthen Lithuania’s visibility as a tourism destination. The challenge was open to startups and companies across Europe and focuses on four key evaluation categories: Innovation and Creativity, Sustainability, Benefits for Local Communities, and Scalability & Internationalisation.

The finalists of the Discover Lithuania Challenge will present their solutions during a special Tourism Tech Forum in Vilnius on 16 September 2026. The event will showcase some of the most promising ideas for destination promotion, sustainable tourism development, and traveller engagement, highlighting the growing role of startups in transforming the tourism sector. The finalists will receive expert mentoring and pitching support, and the winning solution will be selected at the end of the event by an international panel of investors and tourism experts.

The final pitch challenge will form part of Lithuania’s largest startup gathering, taking place on 16–17 September 2026. On 16 September, the Investor Camp will bring together around 300 investors from 20 countries and more than 50 investment funds and organisations. On 17 September, the Startup Fair, Lithuania’s leading international startup event, will welcome more than 450 startups, 300 investors and 60+ speakers, creating a unique platform for innovation, networking, investment and international collaboration. 

Together, these events aim to position Vilnius as a key meeting point for startups, investors and innovators from across Europe and beyond. 



Draft Programme
	
September 16
Venue: “Sąvaržėlė“ Business Centre, Konstitucijos Ave. 14A, LT-09308 Vilnius

Master of Ceremonies: Mr. Tadas Stankevičius, CEO of “Kaunas In”


	


	09:30 – 10:00
	REGISTRATION AND WELCOME COFFEE

	10:00 – 10:20
	Opening and Welcome Remarks:
· Mrs. Guoda Burokienė, Vice-Minister of the Economy and Innovation of the Republic of Lithuania
· Mr. Antonio López de Ávila, Director for Innovation, Education and Investments, UN Tourism

	10:20 – 10:45 

	Keynote: Startups, Innovation and Tourism Tech: The UN Tourism Vision  
· Mr. Antonio López de Ávila, Director for Innovation, Education and Investments, UN Tourism

	10:45 – 11:45
	Panel I: Destination Innovation Panel: How Destinations Can Become Living Labs for Tourism Technology

Theme:
Show how governments, destinations, startups and investors can work together to test and scale tourism innovations

Topics:
What tourism challenges are destinations trying to solve?
How can startups access real testing environments?
What makes a destination attractive for tourism innovation?
How do we balance innovation, sustainability and community benefits?
What are the most promising travel-tech trends for 2030?
Where are investors putting money today?
How can startups work with destinations?
What role will AI play in tourism?
What opportunities exist for smaller countries

Moderator:
· Ms. Nina Kušar, Programme Officer, Regional Department for Europe, UN Tourism
Panellists:
· Mrs. Olga Gončarova, General Manager of the National Tourism Promotional Agency Lithuania Travel
· Mrs. Monika Miniotaitė, Director of the Panevėžys Development Agency Finalist of the 2025 European Green Pioneer of Smart Tourism competition
· Mr. Vesa-Matti Ruottinen, Development Manager of Regional Development, Data and Technology team at city of Tampere
· Mr. Sergio Guerreiro, President of the OECD Tourism Committee and Director of Tourism of Portugal
· Mr. Thijs Koster, Policy Advisor Visitors Economy, City of Amsterdam

	11:45 – 12:00
	Pitching Round I (2 startups)

	12:00 – 12:15
	Pitching Round II (3 startups)

	12:15 – 13:15
	NETWORKING LUNCH

	13:15 – 14:15

	Panel II: Scaling Tourism Innovation - From Startup to Destination Impact

Theme:
How can destinations, corporations and innovation hubs collaborate to accelerate tourism startups and transform visitor experiences?

Topics:
· The future of destination innovation and travel tech.
· What destinations are looking for from startups.
· Corporate–startup collaboration: from pilots to procurement.
· Accelerating sustainable and digital tourism through innovation ecosystems.
· How Lithuania can position itself as a living lab for tourism innovation.

Moderator:
· Mr. Tadas Stankevičius, CEO of “Kaunas In”
Panellists:
· Mrs. Akvilė Dobromilskytė, Sector Development manager /  Startup Lithuania / Innovation Agency Lithuania
· Mr. Faustino Cuadrado, Chief Growth Officer (CGO), IUrban (Finalist of the UN Tourism AI Challenge 2025)
· Mr. Tadas Kertenis, CEO of Hoperfy Group Ltd
· Mr. Guillaume Firmin, Senior Manager, Foresight & Co-Innovation, Amadeus Innovation Office
· Mrs. Manuela López, Sales and Operations Manager Spanish Market, Nordis Travel

	14:15 – 14:30
	NETWORKING COFFEE BREAK

	14:30 – 16:30 
	Practical Workshop organised by UN Tourism and Amadeus: “Unlocking AI in Tourism: The Impact on the Travel Journey” 
· Mrs. Paula de Blas, Senior Project Specialist, Department for Innovation, Education and Investments, UN Tourism 
· Mr. Guillaume Firmin, Senior Manager, Foresight & Co-Innovation, Amadeus Innovation Office

	16:30 – 16:45
	Award Ceremony of the Discover Lithuania Challenge

	16:45 – 17:00
	Closing remarks 
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